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East Park Academy 
Spring Term Year 1 – Toys and Games 

 
Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will be introduced to the concepts of ‘old’ and ‘new’ and look at similarities and differences between toys of today and toys in 
the past. They will develop an understanding of chronology and an awareness of change and continuity by identifying how things have changed 
or stayed the same. 

Core Aims  
 know and understand the history of these islands in chronological 

narrative, from the earliest times to the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain 

has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the achievements and follies of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 

and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, 

 

Children should be taught 
Chronological understanding 
Children should be able to: 

 place events and objects in chronological order 

 use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time 
(eg, before, after, a long time ago, past) and everyday historical 
terms. 

 match objects to people of different ages. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 
different period 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in 
the past 
Children should know: 

 recognise why people did things, why events happened and 
what happened as a result. 

 pupils should be taught to identify different ways in which the 
past is represented. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  
Children should be able to:  

 use stories to distinguish between fact and fiction 

 compare adults talking about the past and ask how reliable the 
source is 

 find out about the past from a range of sources of information 
(stories, eye-witness accounts, pictures/photographs, artefacts, 
historic buildings/visits to museums/galleries/sites, ICT) 
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 to ask and answer questions 

Organisation and communication 
Pupils should be able to: 
 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT,( Import Clipart 
images from “Microsoft Word” representing images of toys of today) 
models, timelines 

The children could write some descriptive sentences about their object 
without naming it. Other children could then try to identify the object. 
This could also be done orally -‘What am I?’  

PE – toy dances (toy soldiers, music box) 

PHSCE – playground games 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 show an awareness of the past,  

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  

 know where the objects they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show things that are the same and different between objects and life in different periods. 

 use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 ask and answer questions, 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past 

 show an understanding of the ways the past is presented. 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
 to describe an artefact 
 to find out about aspects of the past 

 
 
 

 

What are our toys like? 
Ask the children to bring a favourite toy to school. Let the children look at each other’s 
toys and talk about them. Lead a discussion and encourage children to describe their 
toys. 

Children draw pictures of the new toys they have discussed. Display some of these on a 
timeline 

More Able: label and describe the features of the toy which make it a ‘new’ toy. They 
should begin to consider how they would be different from old toys. 

Ask the children to find out about, bring in photographs or actual toys that they had 
about 5 years ago 

Put a selection of small toys in a covered box. Children feel the toys and describe their 
characteristics, identify what toy might be -  Literacy Link – developing descriptive 
vocabulary. 
Espresso Primary - History 1 - Toys - Video - Toy displays. 

 to describe an artefact 
 to find out about aspects of the past 

 to compare adults talking about the past and ask 
how reliable the source is 
 

 
 
 

What were our toys like 5 years ago? 

Gather the toys and pictures together and ask the children how we can find out about us 
5 years ago from these toys. 

Ask children to talk about their toys, when they were given them, who gave the toy to 
them, how it was used. 

Children draw a picture of a toy from 5 years ago.  Add some of these to their timeline. 

More able:  Write a description of what they have discussed.  

Introduce the idea that they will find out about ‘new’ and ‘old’ toys. Ask the children who 
they might ask about ‘old’ toys. 

Arrange for a grandparent/ great grandparent to bring in a childhood toy ( 
photos)for next lesson to share childhood memories.  
http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/topics/toys 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t1_toys/video_pages/video_display.html
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 to use everyday words and phrases to describe an 
artefact 

 to ask and answer questions about everyday 
objects in the past  

 compare adults talking about the past and ask how 
reliable the source is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What were our parents’ and grandparents’ toys like? 
Encourage the children to talk to a parent/carer/grandparent about the toys they had 
when they were small. Ask them to bring one of these toys to school if they can.  

Discuss –What do we call this toy?  Who might use this toy?  What is this toy made 
from?  How do you think you would use this toy?  Do we play with toys like this today?   
How are they different from toys today? What do you think it is made of? How are they 
similar to toys today? Why are there differences? 

Children should draw a picture of the old toy and write a sentence about it. 

More Able: Draw an old toy and write a description of it. 

Add a picture of one of the toys to the time line.  

 To know that oral sources and museum displays 
can be used to find out about the past  

 
 
 

What were other people’s toys like? 

Ask a parent/teacher to talk about, and show, some toys from when he/she was 
small.Encourage the children to ask questions to find out information about the toy, how 
it was used, what it is made of. 

Or, visit a toy museum.  Ask the children to make a ‘picture list’ of old toys, babies’ toys, 
metal toys, wooden toys,  http://www.everyschool.co.uk/history-key-stage-1-toys.html 
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=104 

 to speak about everyday objects in the past 
 To familiarise the children with toys from long ago. 
 To find out about the past from a range of sources 

of information (stories, eye-witness accounts, 
pictures/photographs, artefacts, historic 
buildings/visits to museums/galleries/sites, ICT) 

 to ask and answer questions 

 
 

What toys did the Victorians play with? 

Show the children Victorian artefacts (eg skipping ropes, cup and ball, Diablo, spinning 
top). Ask them whether they think they are old or new toys and discuss what clues they 
could use. Who do they think played with these toys? Are they like our toys today? 
Where would we place them on the timeline?   

Out on the playground - Allow the children to experience playing with the toys. Discuss 
which ones they enjoyed playing with and why. Did you find any of the toys difficult to 
use? 

Discuss differences.  

Display idea - Take photographs of the children playing with the toys.  Add to the 
display with comments from the children. 

 More Able: write a description of their favourite Victorian toy and why they enjoyed 
using it. 

Discuss what we can find out about the past from these toys – no electrical toys, 
material the toys are made from, colour 
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 to speak about everyday objects in the past 
 To familiarise the children with moving toys from 

long ago. 
 to ask and answer questions 

 

 What moving toys did children play with long ago? 

Show the children pictures of moving toys from long ago or real artefacts.  Explain that 
they are from the Victorian times and locate on the time line. 

 Ask the children to describe what they are made of and what they think they are called. 

Children in groups to answer key questions and then feedback to the class. How would 
you use this toy? Will it move on it’s own? How could you move this toy? What helps to 
move this toy? Can you think of any other old toys that move? – hobbyhorse, hoops and 
sticks, puppets, pull along toys etc.   Ensure children understand that toys from the past 
are usually made from wood. 

Children draw a picture of one of the toys looked at and write a simple description 
based on the questions discussed. 

Who played with a rocking horse? 

Recap the learning from the previous week and show the children the pictures of old 
toys. Focus on the rocking horse. Who would have played with this toy? Explain that 
only rich Victorian children would have used the rocking horse. 

Provide children with the necessary equipment to make a model of a rocking horse  

Display idea – Add some of the Rocking horse to the display. 
 To learn rhymes and chants from playground 

games of the past. 

 To play playground games from the past 

What sort of playground games did children used to play? 

Discuss the playground games children play today. Make a list of games that they play 
now.  

Tell the children about games played in the past.  List them under the heading ‘Then’.  
Take the children into the playground or hall.  Teach the children playground games.  

Talk about the playground games they played and the words used in the rhymes – Do 
they give us any clues that children played these games in the past?  (Muffin man/Jack 
jump over the candle stick/hippety hopping to the corner shop to buy a stick of candy)   

In groups children invent a new game that they could play today modelled on the games 
of the past. 

 

 to speak about everyday objects in the past 
 

Rich or Poor? 

Refer back to all the learning from the topic use the display to help children discuss 
what they have learnt.  Discuss design, materials, what the toys looked like and how the 
toys were used/moved. 

Discuss the type of toys the children have seen/used during the topic and which was 
their favourite and why.   
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Remind the children of who played with the different toys – rich or poor children. 

Imagine they have been granted three wishes.  Write a wish from a Victorian child 
making it clear that they are either rich or poor. 

Or – write a diary entry imagining that you are a Victoriana child (rich or poor)  

More able – use adjectives from the display to describe the toy would like. 

 To use secondary sources of information to find 
out about the history of teddy bears. 

The First Teddy Bear 
Children to bring in their own teddy bears. 
Discuss how long they have had their bear.  Does anyone else in their family have a 
teddy bear. 
Ask them when they think the very first bear was made and why.  How can we find out? 
Show them the cartoon picture of The bear being tethered and Roosevelt with a bear 
cub. 
Ask them what they think the pictures are about, who is in the pictures.  Look closely at 
what they man is wearing, what does that tell us?  What is happening in the pictures? 
 
Read the story about President Roosevelt and his hunting trip. Children could: 
Create a poster advertising the first teddy bear – include pictures and captions showing 
the President and the bear. 
Write a newspaper report about the hunting trip and the invention of the first teddy bear. 
Drama – create a news report for the TV/Radio about the hunting trip and the invention 
of the first teddy bear. Introduce children to Margret Steiff and Steiff bears.  
 
 
 
 

 to identify similarities and differences between old 
toys and new toys 

 to describe how they found out about old and new 
toys 

What is the same and what is different about these toys? 
Show old and new toys of a similar type, eg two bears. Or two puppets. Use ppt to look 
at punch and judy shows. How have puppets changed over time? What is the 
same/different? . Ask the children to talk about what is the same and what is different. 
Draw their attention to design, materials and how the toys move, as well as to what the 
toys look like. 

https://www.google.co.uk/?gws_rd=ssl#q=toys+ks1+powerpoint&revid=893598354 

Questions 

Which is the oldest bear?/puppet?  What clues tell us that that is the oldest 
bear/puppet?  What clues do we have to help us decide that the other bear/puppet  is 
new? How have bears/puppets  changed?  

Ask the children to draw a picture of each bear or puyppet and help them to label it. 
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(Using words from a word bank). 

More Able: Stick a picture of each bear/puppet into book and write a descriptive 
sentence about each of the teddies. Challenge- explain how they have changed.-make 
own puppet. 
 

 To know about stories from the past Winnie the Pooh 
Show chn a variety of different Winnie the Pooh teddies/pictures and talk about what the 
chn have at home that is winnie the pooh. Explain that he has been popular for years, 
which is why there are different merchandise available. 
Read to the class the story of Winnie the Pooh .Draw a picture to show something that 
happened in the story and add a caption. 
Create a simple storyboard of 3 pictures + captions to re-tell the story. 
Create a newspaper report about the bear being brought to the zoo and this amazing 
boy sitting in its cage.  
 


